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CHAMPION CALEDONIA ROAD TOPS 90 3-YEAR-OLD FILLIES 
NOMINATED FOR 144™ RUNNING OF $1 MILLION LONGINES KENTUCKY OAKS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018) — Champion 2-year-old filly Caledonia Road, winner of the $2 million Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Fillies (Grade I) in November, tops the roster of 90 early nominations to the $1 million Longines Kentucky Oaks (GI), 
America’s premier race for 3-year-old fillies that will be run at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky. on Friday, May 4. 


Also nominated to the 1 1/8-mile Oaks were Louisiana’s Monomoy Girl, Classy Act and Wonder Gadot, the 1-2-3 finishers 
in the Rachel Alexandra (GH) at Fair Grounds on Feb. 17, as well as upset Silverbulletday winner Stronger Than Ever. 


California’s contingent is led by Starlet (GI) and Las Virgenes (GII) winner Dream Tree; Santa Ynez (GI) winner Midnight 
Bisou; and Paved, who defeated males in the El Camino Real Derby at Golden Gate Fields. 


Impressive maiden and first-level allowance winner Fly So High, and stakes winners Take Charge Paula and C. S. Incharge 
join Caledonia Road as Florida’s leading Oaks hopes. 


Unbeaten Amy’s Challenge, winner of the Dixie Belle, and Martha Washington winner Red Ruby, head those based at 
Oaklawn Park. 


Each of the 90 fillies nominated to the 144 renewal of the Oaks was made eligible by a $200 payment that was due Feb. 17. A 
complete list of nominations will be available at https://www.churchilldowns.com/horsemen/stakes/nominations/. 


Zoom and Fish Stable Inc. and Charlie Spring’s Caledonia Road, a 3-year-old filly by Quality Road, shocked onlookers when 
she pulled off a 3 '/4-length upset victory at odds of 17-1 in the Nov. 4 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies (GI) at Del Mar. Trained by veteran 
horseman Ralph Nicks, Caledonia Road amassed $1,229,800 in three starts as a 2-year-old. She has recorded two breezes at Gulfstream 
Park in advance of her 3-year-old debut. 


Mark Casse and Kenny McPeek led all trainers with five nominations each. In addition to Demoiselle (GII) winner Wonder 
Gadot, Casse trains Golden Rod (GI) winner Road to Victory, Alcibiades (GI) winner Heavenly Love, Hut Hut Stakes winner Miss 
Mo Mentum and Keeneland maiden winner Gio Game, who was ninth in the Juvenile Fillies. McPeek’s string is led by Stronger Than 
Ever and prospects such as runaway Oaklawn allowance winner Eskimo Kisses, Alcibiades runner-up Princess Warrior and Debutante 
winner Sunny Skies. 


Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert, who scored his third Kentucky Oaks victory last year with Abel Tasman, is the trainer of 
Dream Tree, the dazzling winner of the Feb. 4 Las Virgenes at Santa Anita to remain unbeaten in four starts. 


Fillies not nominated to the Kentucky Oaks can be made eligible through a $1,500 late fee due April 14 or a $20,000 
supplemental nomination due at the time of entry. The Oaks field is limited to 14 starters and up to four fillies can be designated as “also- 
eligible” to start. Eligibility to compete is determined by points amassed during the “Road to the Kentucky Oaks” point series. 


Like the May 5 Kentucky Derby Presented by Woodford Reserve, the Longines Kentucky Oaks has been run each year without 
interruption since 1875. The lucrative race is the centerpiece of a spectacular day of racing and entertainment at Churchill Downs that 
celebrates fashion, food, celebrity and fun with a focus on women’s health issues and outreach. A record 124,589 patrons attended the 
event in 2016. 
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This year, Churchill Downs will partner with Louisville’s Derby Divas and Norton Cancer Institute in a charitable partnership 
to raise funds and public awareness for cancer screenings and services in the community. 


Another important part of Kentucky Oaks Day 2018 will be the 10 renewal of the emotional Survivors Parade Presented by 
Kroger, an on-track, pre-race parade that will feature 144 cancer survivors. Also returning for the day is the popular “Pink Out” fashion 
tradition in which all Oaks Day attendees are encouraged to incorporate the color pink into their race day attire. Pink Out has raised 
$845,000 over the past nine years. 


The 2018 Kentucky Oaks will be televised live on NBCSN. 
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CHAMPION WORLD APPROVAL HEADS ACCOMPLISHED ROSTER OF NOMINEES 
TO NEWLY-RENAMED GRADE I, $500,000 OLD FORESTER TURF CLASSIC 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018) — Live Oak Plantation’s 2017 Champion Turf Male World Approval tops 62 older 
grass specialists that were nominated to compete in the newly-renamed $500,000 Old Forester Turf Classic (Grade I) at Churchill Downs 
on Kentucky Derby Day. Formerly known as the Woodford Reserve Turf Classic since 2000, the 324 renewal of the 1 1/8-mile grass 
race for 4-year-olds and up will immediately precede the Kentucky Derby Presented by Woodford Reserve (GI) on Saturday, May 5. 


The Turf Classic, televised live on NBC, annually attracts many of the nation’s most accomplished grass racing stars. Past 
winners include two-time Horse of the Year Wise Dan, one of three horses to earn a pair of victories in the race, and Eclipse Award 
champions Manila, Paradise Creek, Sky Classic and English Channel. Also, Einstein (BRZ), a Grade I winner on both dirt and 
turf, won back-to-back renewals in 2008-09. 


This year’s nominees are led by 11 Grade or Group I winners from around the globe. World Approval, who scratched from last 
year’s edition of the race due to weather conditions, dominated the 2017 turf scene with victories in Pimlico’s Dixie (GII), Saratoga’s 
Fourstardave (GI), Canada’s Woodbine Mile (GI) and a championship-clinching 1 '/-length win in the Nov. 4 Breeders’ Cup Mile (GI) 
at Del Mar. Trained by Mark Casse, the 6-year-old gelded son of Northern Afleet recently catapulted over $3 million in earnings with a 
half-length victory in the Feb. 10 Tampa Bay Stakes (GIIT). Bred by his owner in Florida, World Approval has a record of 25-12-2-4— 
$3,052,363. 


Another accomplished Grade I-winning nomineee is Covello, Head of Plains Partners LLC and Sheep Pond Partners’ five- 
time winner Beach Patrol. The 5-year-old Chad Brown trainee led until the final stages of last year’s Turf Classic when he was caught 
on the wire by Divisidero. The Kentucky-bred son of Lemon Drop Kid continued his top form with a half-length victory in the Arlington 
Million (GI) and a five-length romp in Belmont’s Joe Hirsch Turf Classic Invitational (GI). Beach Patrol closed his 2017 campaign when 
he was narrowly defeated by Talismanic in the Breeders’ Cup Turf (GI). 


Other talented nominees include a pair of Brian Lynch trainees, Terry Hamilton’s 14-time winner Heart to Heart and 
Amerman Racing’s multiple Grade I winner Oscar Performance; Three Diamonds Farm’s 11-time winner Bigger Picture, one of 
12 horses nominated for trainer Mike Maker; and Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa al Maktoum’s talented Mubtaahij (Ire), who has 
earned $4,625,332 in 21 starts. 


Maker’s 12 nominees led all trainers. Along with Bigger Picture, Maker nominated Camelot Kitten, Galton, Granny’s Kitten, 
Markitoff, Oscar Nominated, Run Time, Shining Copper, Sir Dudley Digges, Soglio, Special Ops and Tizzarunner. 


Horses nominated to the Old Forester Turf Classic were made eligible by a $100 payment that was due Feb. 17. Horses not 
nominated can qualify through a $1,000 late fee due April 14 or a $10,000 supplemental nomination due at the time of entry on May 1. 
The race is limited to 14 starters with preference given to winners of graded turf stakes and, after that, highest earnings in stakes races on 
turf in 2017-18. A complete list of nominations will be available at https://www.churchilldowns.com/horsemen/stakes/nominations/. 


Churchill Downs, the world’s most legendary racetrack, has conducted Thoroughbred racing and presented America’s greatest 
race, the Kentucky Derby, continuously since 1875. Located in Louisville, the flagship racetrack of Churchill Downs Incorporated 
(NASDAQ: CHDN) offers year-round simulcast wagering at the historic track. Churchill Downs will conduct the 144 running of the 
Kentucky Derby Presented by Woodford Reserve on May 5, 2018. The track’s 2018 Spring Meet is scheduled for April 28-June 30. An 
eight-time host to the Breeders’ Cup World Championships, Churchill Downs will again be the site of that event on Nov. 2-3, 2018. 
www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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